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Cell Tower Has No Benefit
An Open Letter to the Mendocino County Planning Commission:
The cell phone tower that has been proposed by U.S. Cellular Corporation to be constructed on Mendocino Vineyard Company land in Talmage is of no benefit to the citizens of Mendocino County, who already have more than adequate cell phone coverage in the area under consideration. The tower will not bring more jobs to the county and will only benefit Mendocino Vineyard Company, which despite its name is not owned by local residents, and U.S. Cellular Corporation.

In making decisions, it is extremely important that the Mendocino County Planning Commission be consistent in its decision-making and not make exceptions to its own rules. The ‘Resolution of the Mendocino County Planning Commission Adopting Guidelines for the Development of Wireless Communications Facilities’ states: “Highly visible sites and sites within or near residential areas or schools are least preferred and will only be considered when there is compelling evidence that no other less visible alternative exists.” This proposed cell tower is in a residential area, near schools, highly visible, and less visible alternatives exist. Therefore, the tower should not be approved.

The building of the tower would also cause serious distress among large numbers of people in the neighborhood. Although the commission cannot legally consider the health effects of electronic emissions from the tower, it can consider the health effects of stress from living near the tower on the residents of the neighborhood. Their stress does not come from the EMFs broadcast by the tower but from the upset about living in the vicinity of the tower. The reasons for their upset need not be considered by the commission, but the fact of their upset should be a major factor in the commission’s decision on this matter.

A significant people who are seriously stressed about the proposed tower and concerned about their welfare and the welfare of their families have a major portion of their life savings tied up in their houses. Should they wish to move, they will quite likely find that financially impossible, due to the current state of the real estate market and its near term outlook. It would be quite unfair and unfeeling for the commission to put people in that situation.

The tower would also significantly harm the viewscape of large numbers of people living in the area and traveling through the area. Not only are cell phone towers ugly, this one would be so out of place in the landscape in question that it would have an extremely negative and jarring effect on the visual experience in an area that has great natural beauty.
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