Econ 690







   Assignment #2
Parking at San Francisco State





Dr. King
The number of students on campus has increased dramatically at SFSU in the past five years.  The administration plans to expand enrollment further if possible.  One constraint that most students are aware of is parking.  In this assignment you are tasked with addressing this issue, specifically, if enrollment continues to increase, how should parking be addressed?  You will work in groups of two or three.  Please state who did what.
1. Reading.  You may wish to read some of the literature on parking demand and adequate parking.  This is a good place to start: 

http://www.mrsc.org/Subjects/Transpo/pkgdemand.aspx
http://www.vtpi.org/tdm/tdm73.htm#_Toc18599155 
2.   Please create your own methodology for estimating the following:

a. The number of parking spaces on and off campus available to students for parking (please be specific by type);

b. The number of students parking at different times of the day.  (For simplicity you can assume three key times:  morning, afternoon and evening during weekdays; ignore weekends.)
c. The demand for parking.  What percentage??? 

d. What are the key constraints
Unfortunately, University regulations prohibit surveys without a huge amount of bureaucratic red tape.

3. Suppose the University increases the number of students by 10% and 20%.  Could SFSU’s current parking infrastructure handle this?  How would you suggest SFSU solve any parking shortage.  Please consider the following and come up with your own ideas as well:
a. New parking structures (how much would it cost?)
b. How to increase MUNI  participation
c. Car pooling

Please keep in mind that you are an economist and that people respond to incentives.  Simply stating “Take MUNI more often,” or “Carpool” will not solve any problem.  You need constructive…

4. Please write up you answers as an 10-15 page paper and email to Dr King at pgking@sfsu.edu.  You should work on this project individually.

