Organic Chemistry Lab II 

Lab Notebook 

Your Lab Notebook should always be with you in the lab, at your lab place. 

It should be legible and organized, and written in ink. 

It should contain your lab preparation and your notes that document your lab work.

Record, in ink:

Before coming to the lab: 

· Date, title, brief purpose of the experiment 

· Reaction equations, table of chemical structures, quantities and physical constants of substances used, such as mp., bp., molecular weight 

· Mole calculations, calculation of theoretical yield

· A brief, concise outline of the experiment (flowcharts are recommended!)

· A table for collecting data if appropriate

Notebooks are checked each lab session.

A careful lab preparation saves you time and makes you understand the experiment!

During the lab:

· Take notes of your observations (in ink!) and your procedures (which may be different from the prescribed procedure).

· Record all your weighings, sample number, other data collected and measurements obtained, type of equipment used with operating conditions in your notebook (not on little pieces of paper, cover of lab manual etc.!). 

· Complete calculations such as percent yield, mole fractions etc. 

· Include properly identified analytical and spectral data

· Write a brief conclusion: state whether you have met the purpose of the experiment. 

· Recommended for multi-period labs: Write some notes about the planned continuation of the experiment at the end of the lab.

Your Lab Notebook must be up-to-date at the end of a lab period, complete with data and observations. 

A carefully  written, up-to-date Lab Notebook is the necessary requirement for a good Lab Report.

