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Introduction
 Congestion Pricing

 What is it?

 Why San Francisco? 

 Why now?

 Congestion pricing in other places

 Singapore

 London



Potential Congestion Pricing Areas



1990 2000 2005
2010

1989- Proposition B 

ensures half-cent 

transportation sales 

tax program

1989- The San 

Francisco County 

Transportation 

Authority is created to 

address congestion 

management in the 

city

2004- SFCTA creates 

its Countywide 

Transportation Plan

2005- SF Board of 

Supervisors receive 

$1M grant from 

Federal Highway 

Administration 

Sept 2006- The 

Authority selects 

PBS&J and IBM to 

conduct the “Mobility, 

Access & Pricing 

Study”

2003- Proposition K 

ensures half-cent 

transportation sales 

tax program and New 

Expenditure Plan

Fall 2007- The Mobility, 

Access & Pricing 

Study Begins

Fall 2008- The Mobility, 

Access & Pricing 

Study scheduled to 

conclude

Fall 2008- Winter 2008 

Decision makers will 

make conclusions 

based on results of 

study

Timeline of Policy



Stakeholders
 Formal
 USDOT

 Local government
 Board of Supervisors

 San Francisco County Transportation Authority

 Informal
 Advisory Committees

 Business

 Commuters

 Public



Policy Process Model
 Rational Decision Making

 Informed actors making decisions for the greater 
good

 Bounded rationality

 Systems Model

 Policy outputs react to environment inputs



Policy Process Model cont’d.

Congestion Pricing

Political 
Stream

Policy 
Stream

Problem 
Stream



Prognosis
 Potential Problems

 Feasibility 

 Opposition

 San Francisco, a leader in policy innovation and 
diffusion

 Possibility of congestion pricing becoming law good



Questions?


