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The course—and conversations it will entail—shall focus on the study and advocacy of human rights around the world from an anthropological perspective. Our aims include thinking critically about human rights--seeing them not as a given category, but as a set of conceptual frameworks through which political claims are made and socio-political transitions are accomplished. We shall consider the ways in which human rights are constituted as a transnational discourse and a field of action. The rights of Indigenous Peoples, ethnic minorities, women, children, prisoners of war, refugees and populations assaulted by racism in an array of cultural and transnational settings will be examined in view of the following concerns:

· The evolving body of human rights instruments

·  The human rights system both within and beyond the United Nations

· The debates over and critiques of universal rights-based discourses and strategies for social change

· The perspective rights of culturally diverse Peoples

· The transcendence of rights talk and culture talks


How does one define and understand international human rights? Where are human rights institutionally located? What kinds of networks of solidarity do they create? How are human rights claims mediated through cultural production? We will examine these and other questions with the larger goal of understanding what contemporary human rights activism can tell us about the constraints and possibilities of political action and agency in late modernity.

Requirements: required readings, attendance at lectures, and active and engaged participation in discussion groups. There will be two short projects (one research based, one a critical reaction paper), an in-class midterm, and a final paper on a topic of your choice, based on class and outside essays and your research project on human rights. The final grade will be assessed as follows:

1st class project – 15%

2nd class project – 15%

midterm exam – 20%

final paper – 40%

quality of discussion/group participation – 10% (includes weekly assignments, see below)

The first project will be discussed on the second class meeting. It will require the student to think critically about a human rights topic of current concern, in light of international law, selected readings and classroom discussions. For instance, on Jan 25, 2004 the situation of children soldiers was briefly addressed in the San Francisco Chronicle article An army of child soldiers, 300,000 strong; by T. Plate.
(see http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2004/01/25/EDPLATE.DTL)

You may discuss this newspaper article in light of the "Convention on the Rights of the Child," which bars teenage soldiering, but the US and Somalia (only!) haven't signed it. The United States is a party only to the protocol, not the actual Convention. How to interpret this? Which countries have taken active steps in prohibiting children soldiers? How do you position your self within this debate?

The in-class midterm will consist of two essay questions relating current topics to the material covered so far in the course. More information will be given in class.

The second project will be a reaction paper on a video to be shown in class regarding human rights violations. It will require students to put these violations into international perspective regarding human rights issues.

The final project, on a topic of your choice, will be based on a field project of your choice, and discussed with me. You may choose to address a current human rights issue that has become part of your life or to someone you are close to, and how this issue affects your/her/his daily life, using anthropological insights and approaches. To what extent do you/she/he exercise your rights on a daily basis? You may also decide to follow up and develop a current human rights concern that plays itself out in the lives of San Francisco, Bay Area or California residents. You will need to visit your research site and document (in writing, photograph and/or video) aspects of your topic, including interviews. This field project will be discussed in class. No late papers will be accepted.   

Reading Schedule: You are expected to have read the assigned texts in advance and in preparation for the lectures and discussion groups dealing with the topic. You should start reading the books, documents and articles from day one of this class. So, pace yourself and start reading right away. I have selected  books for their readability, strong  arguments  and for their relevance to the current national and international debate on human rights. 
Required Texts: In addition to a collection of articles that will be placed on E-reserve (R), the main texts this Spring are five acclaimed books sold at the SFSU bookstore:

· N. Scheper-Hughes & P. Bourgois, eds. Violence in War and Peace. Blackwell, 2003.

· Alexander L.Hinton. Genocide. An Anthropological Reader. Blackwell, 2001

· Florencia Roulet. Human Rights and Indigenous Peoples. International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), 1999.

· Paul Farmer. Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor. University of California Press

· Mahmood Mamdani, ed. Beyond Rights Talk and Culture Talk. Palgrave Macmillan, 2000

A link on the department website for classroom materials. Syllabi and other helpful handouts will be posted on the following url http://bss.sfsu.edu/anthro/classroom_materials.htm.

Films: Several ethnographic videos films will be shown during the semester.  These films  are  an integral part of the course and will  be included in examinations.   If you miss the film in class you are expected to go to the Media Center for a private screening.   

Class Outline and Reading Schedule
Week 1 Orientation  


Th    1/29    Introduction/Organization of the Course    

Print out syllabus http://bss.sfsu.edu/anthro/classroom_materials.htm.

Week 2 Universalism X Relativism
Tu   2/03   discussion of 1st project. Please bring to class a newspaper topic regarding human rights concerns/violations anywhere in the world (required).
              

Th 2/05     lecture/discussion 

Read: 

· AAA – 1995 Annual Report, Commission for Human Rights

http://www.aaanet.org/committees/cfhr/ar95.htm 

· Alison Dundes Renteln, International Human Rights: Universalism versus Relativism (Newbury Park: Sage, 1990). Pages to be assigned (R)

· Bourgois, Philippe 1990 Confronting Anthropological Ethics: Ethnographic Lessons from Central America. Journal of Peace Research 27(1):43-54 (R)

Week  3 Making Sense of Violence

Tu   2/10   Film: ISHI                     

 

Th  2/12  lecture/group discussion.  

Read :          

· N. Scheper-Hughes & P. Bourgois, eds. Violence in War and Peace. Blackwell, 2003:

Scheper-Hughes & Bourgois, “Introduction: Making Sense of Violence”, pp. 1-31

PART 1 – Conquest and Colonialism, pp. 33-76.

Week  4  War
Tu 2/17 Brief history of the laws of war. Bring to class a newspaper article on war and be prepared to relate one or two aspects of it to one of the four Geneva Conventions (required). There are four Geneva Conventions, signed August 12, 1949, and the two additional Protocols of June 8, 1977.

Th 2/19 The American Holocaust Project at SFSU. 

Read:

· Geneva Conventions and additional protocols

· N. Scheper-Hughes & P. Bourgois, eds. Violence in War and Peace. Blackwell, 2003:

PART 2 – The Holocaust (pp. 77-90) and PART 3 – The Politics of Communal Violence (pp. 120-142.

Week 5       State Violence and Dirty Wars 

Tu  2/24, Th 2/26      Lecture/group discussion. Newspaper article on human rights and one-page commentary required for class participation.                

Film: Isle of Flowers, by Jorge Furtado.

Read:

· N. Scheper-Hughes & P. Bourgois, eds. Violence in War and Peace. Blackwell, 2003:

PART 4 Why do People Kill?, pp. 143-168 and PART 5 The State Amok: State Violence and Dirty Wars, pp. 169-226.

· Harrison, Faye 1997 (1999) Anthropology as an agent of transformation: Introductory comments and queries. In her Decolonizing Anthropology. Pp. 1-15 (R)

· First Project Due in Class on February 26th  

Week  6    Anthropology of genocide

Tu  3/2, Th 3/4       Student presentations, in pairs, on selected chapters

 Read:

· Alexander L.Hinton. Genocide. An Anthropological Reader. Blackwell, 2001

Introduction, Part I: Conceptual Foundations; Part II – Genocide, History and Modernity

Week  7    Genocidal regimes 

Tu    3/9, Th 3/11   Student presentations, in pairs, on selected chapters.

Read:  

· Alexander L.Hinton. Genocide. An Anthropological Reader. Blackwell, 2001

Part III: Manufacturing Difference and “Purification”; Part IV: Coping and Understanding. 

Guest Speaker: Nancy Scheper-Hughes (UC Berkeley)

Week  8  (3/16-18) No class, but Project on International Laws to be assigned. (compilation of International Laws, Conventions, Acts)

No class on Spring Break: 3/22-26

Week   9       Peacetime Crimes: The War on Children            

Attention:  no class March 16-18 (Instructor abroad), and March 23-25 (Spring Break)

Tu    3/30 -   Th   4/1  Anthropology of Children     

Lecture/group discussion. Newspaper article on violation of children’s rights and one-page commentary required for class participation.  

Read:                

· Ferreira, Mariana  2001    Tupi-Guarani Apocalyptic Visions of Time and the Body. Journal of Latin American Anthropology 7 (1):128-169 (R)

· Child Soldiers International Committee of the Red Cross (R)

· N. Scheper-Hughes & P. Bourgois, eds. Violence in War and Peace. Blackwell, 2003:

PART VII Peacetime Crimes: The War on Children pp. 267-324 

· Convention on the Rights of the Child  http://www.unicef.org/crc/crc.htm

Week 10  The War on Children, cont.

Tu    4/6    Video on Children Soldiers 

Th 
4/8     ***    In Class Midterm Exam   *****   

Week 11        Indigenous Peoples Rights
   Tu 4/13 – Th 4/15  Newspaper article on violation of Indigenous Peoples’ rights and one-page commentary required for class participation.  

Guest Speaker: Tony Gonzalez, International Indian Treaty Council

Read:

· Florencia Roulet. Human Rights and Indigenous Peoples. International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), 1999. chapters to be assigned
· Draft Declaration of Indigenous Peoples Rights  http://www.iwgia.org/sw248.asp
Check out the IWGIA website.

Week  12          Indigenous Peoples Rights, cont. 
Tu 4/20 – Th 4/22 – Environmental Justice

Video: Trinkets and Beads. Oil Drilling among the Huaorani in Ecuador

Read:


· Florencia Roulet. Human Rights and Indigenous Peoples. International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), 1999. final chapters

· Hastrup, Kirsten  2002 Anthropology’s comparative consciousness. The case of human rights. In A. Gingrich & R Fox, eds. Anthropology, by Comparison. NY: Routledge (R)

· Fixico, Donald  1997  Ethics and Responsibilities in Writing American Indian History. In D. Mihesuah, ed. Natives and Academics. Researching and Writing about American Indians. Lincoln and London: U of Nebraska Press. (R)

Week 13   
Pathologies of Power: Health Disparities 

Tu 4/27 – Th 4/29  Newspaper article on health disparities among ethnic minorities and one-page commentary required for class participation.  

Read:    



· Paul Farmer. Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor. University of California Press, Part 1

· Mariana Ferreira  1998 Slipping Through Sky Holes. Yurok Perceptions of the Body in Northern California. Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry 22(2): 171-202
· Mariana Ferreira (in print) Fatal Atraction: The Use and Abuse of Psychotropics by Indigenous Peoples in Southern Brazil (R)
Week 14     Rethinking Health and Human Rights

Tu 5/4 - Lecture

Read:    



· Paul Farmer. Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor. University of California Press, Part 2

· Kahwanake Code of Research Ethics, Mohawk Territory, Canada (R)

Th 5/6 – Second Project: Reaction paper on video TBA watched during class.

Week 15        Beyond Rights Talk and Culture Talk

Tu 5/11  Outline of Final Paper Due. Necessary for class participation.

Th 5/13   - Lecture

Week 16             Beyond Rights Talk and Culture Talk, cont.
Tu 5/18 – Last day of class. More discussion on final papers.

Read:

· Mahmood Mamdani, ed. Beyond Rights Talk and Culture Talk. Palgrave Macmillan, 2000, final chapters to be assigned.

· Final paper due  May 27 @ 1:30 in HSS 201
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