San Francisco State University

Mathematics Department
Spring 2006
Math 376: Ordinary Differential Equation
Prerequisite:  C or better in Math 227. 
Instructor 
Dr. Jean-Pierre Langlois 
Office: TH 926

Phone: x82136

Email: Langlois@math.sfsu.edu 

Web: http://userwww.sfsu.edu/~langlois
O.H.: Tu 15:30-16:30, Wed 2:00-4:00.


Textbook
Elementary Differential Equations and Boundary Value Problems 
by William Boyce and Richard DiPrima, 8th edition. 

Topics to be covered 

Chapter 1:  Introduction 
Chapter 2:  First Order differential equations 
Chapter 3:  Second order differential equations
Chapter 7:  System of first order linear equations 
Chapter 9:  Nonlinear Differential Equations and stability 
Tests and Grading  

	Homework
	20%

	Five best of six quizzes
	30%

	Midterm (Tuesday 03-21)
	20%

	Final Exam 
	30%


Homework will be assigned, collected, and partly graded weekly. Quizzes will be every other week. Lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  No make-up quiz will be given. Make-up exam may be allowed should you have a verifiable and compelling reason. 
Instructor Policy

Students are expected and encouraged to participate and ask questions in class and lab sessions. Lecture and lab attendance are mandatory and instructors may take rolls. All interactions should be courteous. Student complaints, if any, must be made outside class. Cell phone use is strictly prohibited in class. Students must ensure that no device (cell phone, pager, etc) can ring during class or they risk being expelled. Late students may be turned away. The instructor may reseat students during tests. Students are allowed a pocket calculator and personal notes (1 sheet for quizzes, 2 sheets for midterm, and 3 sheets for final) during tests.

Department Policy

Every semester about 4,000 students enroll in mathematics courses ranging from Algebra I to advanced graduate theory. Your teacher will explain all the procedures for your class, but some rules apply to all classes. This note will explain the most important University rules, the ones that cause students the most trouble each semester.  

Here is a short version of the University calendar for Spring, 2006. Note that the Mathematics Department strictly enforces the deadlines for CR/NCR grading and withdrawals.

	February 10
	Last day to add classes 

	February 24
	Last day to drop classes online

	March 24
	Last day to select CR/NCR grading

	April 3-7
	Spring Break

	April 28
	Last day to withdraw from a course

	May 4
	Advising Day. Classes cancelled.

	May 19
	Last day of instruction

	May 20-26
	Final exams

	June 2
	Grades due from instructors


CR/NCR Grading

Most Mathematics classes allow CR/NCR grading, but many majors—including Mathematics—do not count CR/NCR grades towards the major. Mathematics majors should not take their Mathematics classes CR/NCR. All other majors should check with their academic advisors before deciding to take a Mathematics class CR/NCR.

If--after checking with your advisor​--you want to apply for CR/NCR grading, you must log onto the web site www.sfsu.edu/student and sign up for CR/NCR grading before the October 19 deadline. Your instructor will not pass out a CR/NCR sheet in class.
Incompletes

The Incomplete grade ( I ) is assigned only to students doing satisfactory work until the last few weeks of a course, when events beyond the students’ control prevented them from completing the course. If this happens to you, discuss with your instructor the possibility of taking an Incomplete rather than withdrawing from a class that you cannot finish. 
Incompletes must be made up within twelve months of the date they are assigned. Your instructor will tell you how to make up your incomplete. Do not enroll in the same course again. You can only take a course once. 
Late and Retroactive Withdrawals

Petitions for withdrawal from a class after the November 16 deadline, either before the end of the semester (late withdrawal) or after the semester ends (retroactive withdrawal) must be justified by events that occurred after the withdrawal deadline. In general, only petitions for withdrawal from all courses will be approved. Late withdrawal from your math course alone is usually not approved. 

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities needing reasonable accommodations must bring an official written request to their instructor from the Disability Programs and Resource Center (Student Services Building, Room 110, (415) 338-1041, drc@sfsu.edu). The DPRC is available to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process.

Religious Holidays

Reasonable accommodations will be made for you to observe religious holidays when such observances require you to be absent from class activities.  It is your responsibility to inform the instructor during the first two weeks of class, in writing, about such holidays.
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