San Francisco State University
Mathematics Department

Fall 2008
Math 376: Differential Equations
Instructor 

Jean-Pierre Langlois, PhD

Office: TH 926


Phone: x82136


Email: langlois@math.sfsu.edu

Web: http://userwww.sfsu.edu/~langlois

Office Hours: TuTh 1:30-3:00 (tentative)
Class meetings: TuTh 15:35-16:50 in HSS 304

Textbook
 Elementary Differential Equations, 6th Edition, by William Boyce and Richard DiPrima.

Course Objectives
The class will cover most of:

Chapter 2: First Order Equations;

Chapter 3: Second Order Linear Equations; 
Chapter 7: Systems of First Order Linear Equations; and some of 
Chapter 8: Nonlinear Systems and Stability.
The students will learn to:
1) Solve linear, separable and exact first order equations;

2) Solve second order equations with constant coefficients;

3) Apply the methods of undetermined coefficients and variation of parameters;

4) Solve first order linear systems using matrix exponentials;
5) Discuss the phase portrait and the stability of nonlinear systems;
6) Model growth, decay and vibrations;

7) Understand existence and uniqueness theorems.
Tests and Grading

Class time will be devoted to a mix of lectures and lab sessions.

Homework will be assigned regularly, collected and (partly) graded;

There will be four quizzes (2 questions, about 20-25 min each;

There will be one midterm exam (6-7 questions, 75 min) and one final exam (150 min);

Grade will be based on 20% HW, 20% (3 best) quizzes, 20% midterm, and 40% Final. 

No make-up quizzes or midterms will be given except for compelling and well documented reasons.

Instructor Policy

Students are expected and encouraged to participate and ask questions. Lecture attendance is mandatory and instructor may take roll and apply penalties for repeat non-attendance. Students are entirely responsible for dropping the class, even if not attending.

All interactions should be courteous. Student complaints, if any, must be made privately and outside class. Cell phone use is strictly prohibited in class. Students must ensure that no device (cell phone, pager, etc) can sound during class or they will be asked to leave immediately. Late students may be turned away. The instructor may reseat students during tests. 
Students will be allowed a pocket calculator and notes (1 sheet for quizzes, 2 sheets for midterm and 3 sheets for final) during tests.
Department Policy

Here is a short version of the University calendar for the Fall 2008. The Mathematics Department strictly enforces the deadlines for CR/NCR grading and withdrawals.

Aug 26 - Sep 23: Dropping class(es) using GATOR REG 

8 a.m. to Midnight Monday through Friday 

**WITHDRAWING AFTER THE FIRST FOUR WEEKS**
After the first four weeks of instruction, withdrawal from a course is not permitted except for serious and compelling reasons. The "W" grade carries no connotation of quality of student performance and is not used as units attempted in calculating grade point average or progress points. The expectation of being dropped for nonattendance is not a sufficient reason for withdrawal. 

Sep 24 - Nov 21: Withdrawal from a course(s) is permissible only for serious and compelling reasons. If the withdrawal is approved, the student will receive a “W” grade. 

PROCEDURE: Requests for withdrawal are to be reviewed by the Instructor and Department Chair. Students must submit their unofficial transcripts along with their petitions. 

Nov 22 - Dec 15: Withdrawals are normally not permitted during this period except in cases of verified accident or serious illness where the cause of withdrawal is due to circumstances clearly beyond the student's control and where the assignment of an incomplete is not practical. Ordinarily, withdrawals in this category involves a total withdrawal from the University. 

PROCEDURE: All requests during this period must be reviewed by the Instructor, Department Chair, and Associate Dean. Students must submit their unofficial transcripts and appropriate documentations along with their petitions. 

**CREDIT/NO CREDIT OPTION**
In a course where CR/NC grading is permitted, the student must notify the instructor and request it through GATOR REG on or before October 21st. Requests for changes in grading option after the deadline are made on the Petition for Waiver of College Regulations form and must be accompanied by an ADD form. The CR/NC grading symbols carry no grade point credit. The CR grading symbol used in an undergraduate level course is equivalent to grades A through C- or in a graduate level course is equivalent to grades A through B-. Students should be aware that other institutions often interpret CR as a C grade and NC as an F grade in evaluating transcripts. Grading option change after the deadline is seldom granted. 
Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations are encouraged to contact the instructor.  The Disability Programs and Resource Center (DPRC) is available to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process.  The DPRC is located in the Student Service Building and can be reached by telephone (voice/TTY 415-338-2472) or by email (dprc@sfsu.edu).” (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/facultyfaq.html#1)
Religious Holidays

The San Francisco State University policy is to make reasonable accommodations “for students to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be absent from class activities….” For your convenience, the following is a link to an Interfaith Calendar which lists “Primary sacred times for world religions”: http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/. Complete details regarding this Policy, including implementation can be found on the Academic Senate Web Page at: http://www.sfsu.edu/~senate/documents/policies/F00-212.pdf
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