AAS 456: Filipinos in America

Examination 3 Study Guide
· 1950s, 60s, 70s: “California” Dreaming

· constant external and internal social pressure re assimilation/acculturation
· political Cold War conservatism 

· lack of knowledge re history of the long-established Filipino American society

· language and culture conservatism

· lack of Filipino cultural schools
Immigration Reform Act of 1965

· Professionals: 

· numbers of Filipino and Chinese permanent resident immigrants to the US since 1965

· “brain drain” phenomenon 

· inability of the home society to absorb and utilize their native technicians and professionals 

· scientists, engineers, and social scientists category of the “Third [Immigration] Preference” 

· harm to the Philippines?

· Underemployment
· settlement of post-1965 immigrants

· marked by substantial internal friction and divisiveness

· divisiveness of professionalism, both real and perceived
· real and perceived class difference or class identification 

· nativity and Philippine nationalism

· post-1965 “professionals” were direct beneficiaries of financial and educational support from the 
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· Influences of Marcos nationalism

· anti-Filipino American attitudes and behavior

· evidence in ethnic newspapers

· internal community leadership conflicts

· Filipino social and economic elite

· Filipino American student radicals and community service workers

· ethnic identity, US domestic and foreign policy and social and economic conditions in the Philippines  

· massive oversupply of technicians and professionals
· 60s-70s: Filipino American Consciousness

· strong influence from Civil Rights and political activism against the Vietnam War

· effects of post-1965 immigration from the RP

· Filipino American reactionary attitudes 

· criticisms of colonial behavior among new immigrants

· radical and progressive immigrants

· radical and progressive second and third generation Filipino Americans

· warned post-1965 immigrants about the social and economic realities of American racism and discrimination

· new era of cultural and political awakening, mid-1960s 

· development of a clearly Filipino American ethnic identity 

· strong interest in presenting Philippine heritage

· few community-based institutions actually dedicated to preserving Philippine or Filipino American history or culture

· “liberal” and politically left-thinking Filipinos both RP and US born unite

· social and political activism

· desire to establish formal and informal educational resources on Filipino and  Filipino American subject matter  

International Effects of Martial Law in the RP

· majority of Filipinos worldwide show much favor toward President Marcos’ rule under Martial Law until the early 1980s
· Martial Law as a political device to keep Ferdinand Marcos in power 
· general political disposition of Filipinos in the US since the 1970s

· generally right of center, though not absolutely conservative, especially Filipino American cultural, economic and political leaders 
· many Philippine and Filipino American student radicals, revolutionaries and anti-Marcos activists escaped Marcos persecution 

· to the US or Europe as college and graduate school students

· children of upper-middle-class and traditional upper class Philippine families

Colonial Mentality

· psycho-social source of many self-injurious behaviors among Pilipinos 

· tendency of the colonized to deny that there are characteristics of the colonizer in themselves 
· social disorganization: “disunity” and fragmentation often cited by prominent Filipino community leaders: real or fake?

· second generation Pilipino as “colonized American” 

· “carbon copy” of the colonizer 

· spatial, economic, and social segregation 
Filipino American Institution Building

· the “disunity” factor, an immutable Filipino characteristic?
· Hidden power and influence of traditional fraternal sororal organizations 
· based on mutual aid, burial benefits and regional, occupational/professional
· church and social/cultural activities 
· importance of Filipino voluntary associations
· Philippine American Collegiate Endeavor (PACE) at San Francisco State College 

· political activism to effectively address real social issues and problems 
· Pilipino American Alliance, UC Berkeley

· like organizations at other colleges and universities 

· radicals, progressives and political advocacy

· the International Hotel struggle

· literature and consciousness

· Kearny Street Workshop: Filipinos in the Asian American coalition

· Aieee: SF State: Filipinos as part of the Asian America literary foundation
· Liwanag

· lasting political, cultural and social organization in the Filipino community, e.g.:

· Filipinos for Affirmative Action (Oakland)

· West Bay Pilipino Multi-Services (San Francisco)

· Search to Involve Pilipino Americans (SIPA, Los Angeles)
The Hope and Promise: balance of positive political ethics and values and an accurate understanding of Philippine and Filipino American history
