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Act I: BiographyAct I: Biography

ItalianItalian--AmericanAmerican
Born April 30, 1941Born April 30, 1941
High School: High School: 
Moses BrownMoses Brown
College: College: 
Fairfield UniversityFairfield University
Law School: Law School: 
Marquette UniversityMarquette University



Act I: Early CareerAct I: Early Career
1968 1968 Lieutenant in the ArmyLieutenant in the Army
1970 1970 Prosecutor in Rhode IslandProsecutor in Rhode Island’’s s 

State Attorney General OfficeState Attorney General Office
1974 1974 Elected as Mayor of ProvidenceElected as Mayor of Providence

AntiAnti--corruption campaigncorruption campaign

US Senate bidUS Senate bid
1980 1980 Bid for GovernorBid for Governor
1982 1982 IndependentIndependent





Act I: Personality PlusAct I: Personality Plus
• Charismatic and Media-

Savvy

• Propensity for attending 
weddings, parades and 
other public events

• Would “attend the opening 
of an envelope”

• “Buddy” almost always 
used instead of legal name



Act I: AchievementsAct I: Achievements
The Providence Plan: innerThe Providence Plan: inner--city revitalization of city revitalization of 
ProvidenceProvidence
1994 City Livability Award1994 City Livability Award
1996 America's Most Innovative Mayor1996 America's Most Innovative Mayor
Innovative legislation to grant tax exemptions for Innovative legislation to grant tax exemptions for 
Providence ArtistsProvidence Artists
National Endowment for the National Endowment for the 
Arts design awardArts design award
Restoration of the ArtsRestoration of the Arts



Act I: Marinara MayhemAct I: Marinara Mayhem

Scholarship fund for Scholarship fund for 
Providence high school Providence high school 
seniorsseniors
Buddy Beer soon made by Buddy Beer soon made by 
local brewery with proceeds local brewery with proceeds 
being donatedbeing donated



Act I Finale: OutcomesAct I Finale: Outcomes
Served as Mayor of Providence until 1984Served as Mayor of Providence until 1984

Served as Mayor a second time from Served as Mayor a second time from 
19911991--20022002

Has distinction of being AmericaHas distinction of being America’’s longest s longest 
serving Mayorserving Mayor



Act II: The Mirror Has 2 FacesAct II: The Mirror Has 2 Faces

……or or ““Welcome to the Dark SideWelcome to the Dark Side””



Act II: The Trouble with BuddyAct II: The Trouble with Buddy



Act II: Problems in ProvidenceAct II: Problems in Providence

City CouncilCity Council
Budget CrisisBudget Crisis

City ServicesCity Services
StrikesStrikes

Economic DownturnEconomic Downturn
PandemonieumPandemonieum
CorruptionCorruption



Act II: Sloppy SecondsAct II: Sloppy Seconds

Failed Gubernatorial BidFailed Gubernatorial Bid
Funding FiascosFunding Fiascos
Striking ServicesStriking Services
Mafia ConnectionsMafia Connections
KickbacksKickbacks
Personal ProblemsPersonal Problems
Busy Bee Construction Scam



Act II: Meeting with the MayorAct II: Meeting with the Mayor



Scene 1: 1984Scene 1: 1984

US Attorney General US Attorney General 
InvestigationInvestigation
Indicted, Cianci resigns Indicted, Cianci resigns 
from officefrom office
Wife and victim claim Wife and victim claim 
innocenceinnocence
Radio TalkRadio Talk--show Host and show Host and 
TV commentator TV commentator 



Scene 2: 1990Scene 2: 1990

Successful ReSuccessful Re--election bidelection bid

Mayor for another 10 yearsMayor for another 10 years

““He never stopped caring for ProvidenceHe never stopped caring for Providence””



Finale: 2001 Finale: 2001 -- Married to the Mob?Married to the Mob?

• Operation “Plunder Dome”

• 12 charges

• Convicted: conspiracy 
(running a corrupt criminal 
enterprise) 

• Sentenced to 5 years in 
federal prison



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

Toxic LeadershipToxic Leadership
Path Goal TheoryPath Goal Theory

DirectiveDirective SupportiveSupportive

ParticipativeParticipative Achievement Achievement 
OrientedOriented



SpinSpin--offs:offs:
The sitcom
“Fast Times at Buddy Cianci, Jr. High” – The 
Family Guy

The book
The Prince of Providence: The True Story of 
Buddy Cianci, America's Most Notorious Mayor, 
Some Wise guys, and the Feds 

The play
Buddy Cianci – The Musical

The film
Buddy



Sequel?Sequel?

Release DateRelease Date

July 27, July 27, 20072007……
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1. Wikipedia: Vincent Cianci. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddy_Cianci
2. Wikipedia: Moses Brown School. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses_Brown_School
3. Buddy: The Rise and Fall of America’s Most Notorious Mayor: 

http://www.buddycianci.com/
4. Fawn Fitter. http://www.fawnfitter.com/buddy.html
5. City of Providence Rhode Island, press release
6. http://www.providenceri.com/press/6000.html
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http://www.artsusa.org/services/annual_awards/public_leadership/local/00
4.asp

9. The Providence Journal – Vice and Virtue

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddy_Cianci
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses_Brown_School
http://www.buddycianci.com/
http://www.fawnfitter.com/buddy.html
http://www.providenceri.com/press/6000.html
http://www.newenglandfilm.com/news/archives/04june/arnold.htm
http://www.artsusa.org/services/annual_awards/public_leadership/local/004.asp
http://www.artsusa.org/services/annual_awards/public_leadership/local/004.asp

	Who’s Your Buddy?
	Act I: Biography
	Act I: Early Career
	
	Act I: Personality Plus
	Act I: Achievements
	Act I: Marinara Mayhem
	Act I Finale: Outcomes
	Act II: The Mirror Has 2 Faces
	Act II: The Trouble with Buddy
	Act II: Problems in Providence
	Act II: Sloppy Seconds
	Act II: Meeting with the Mayor
	Scene 1: 1984
	Scene 2: 1990
	Finale: 2001 - Married to the Mob?
	Lessons Learned
	Spin-offs:
	Sequel?
	Credits

