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Narrative from video documentation of SmartSpace Installation

Introduction

What if a space knew  what you cared about?

SmartSpace - 

  a set of spaces that know who is present

Using RFID technology the space 

responds specifically to who is there

The spaces can be in the same 

building or anywhere in the world

Register

You must inform SmartSpace 

what you care about

What  is your name?

Who   is your favorite artist? 

What  is your favorite object -

   utilitarian or sentimental?

Where   is your favorite place 

  in the world?

When  is your favorite era 

    in history?

What is your 

   architectural preference?

The link to this information is put 

into a RFID chip

SearchBots

Search robots go out on the Internet to 

collect images related to your interests

SmartSpaces

3 Spaces are activated -They respond to

 the persons who are in each space

No need to touch anything -

 Just walk within 4 m of the sensor 

Spiral

Space 1- Animations form from images 

    derived from people's interests

People are greeted as they enter and bid 

   goodbye when they leave

Each person is represented by images 

   relating to their interests

The database of images becomes 

   a media extravaganza

The images found by the Searchbots can 

   be funny, shocking, provocative

One learns something revealing 

   about the strangers sharing the space

The animations change based on who 

    the sensors know is in the space

How might a space respond to 

   knowledge about people's deeper 

     interests and desires?

Grid

Space 2  - People's visual identities 

  are animated in a grid

Photos and names are part of the display

Visitors are challenged to 

     link images with people

The system draws lines and shapes 

   to help solve the riddle

Junction Event

When 2 people are in the space

  a special Junction Event can occur

A searchbot goes looking for visual 

images that combine and integrate  each person's interests

For example, what images combine 

Warhol and Thailand? Ipod and Rome?

The space is customized to the chance 

   linking of 2 strangers

Place

Space 3   --  A room changes its nature 

  based on who is present

Victorian, Japanese, Islamic, 

    Suburban, Hi-rise, Futuristic

Paintings on the wall, objects on the

    tables  modify themselves

Even the view out the window

Surveillance

Displays show active camera images from 

all spaces and names of who is present

Intelligence Reports

Past visitor profiles are shown in mock 

intelligence reports from  spy agencies

But the information is  visual animations

  of  cultural interests and desires

Opportunity or Danger?

Smart objects thinking about your comfort

 (visitor talking about convenience of having car seat or bed adjust for you)

Smart objects thinking about other things

  (visitor talking about being scared of the surveillance aspects and not wanting a system to know where she was at all times)

Hopes and Fears

The RFID tags are the tools for 

recognizing identity

Their graphics expose the contending

 texts of hope and fear

Ubiquitous computing promises that 

every object will be buzzing with intelligence

What will they do with  their intelligence?

