1999 Precita Eyes Muralists, Directed by Susan Kelk Cervantes at City College Student Union Building, SF, CA

A collaboration with Art From the Heart Heals, a group of artists affected by HIV/AIDS. Mural directed by Susan Cervantes. Designed and painted by Elba Rivera and Clif Cox, Co-Directors; Ruth Altman, Mark Arseneau, Andy Arzate, Dorothy Bartolomucci, Hazel Betsey, Pali Boucher, Jose Escalante, J.C. Oregon, Richard Purcell, Robert Raeburn, John Michael Stevinson, Tippett, Karen Tripp, and Daniel Woods.

Details of: "Soul Journey" ©2000 All Rights Reserved by Precita Eyes Muralists Assoc., Inc. Mural Designed by Susan Kelk Cervantes Director, Ronnie Goodman, Tomashi Jackson, Red Jackson, "Diallo" John Jones, Dan Macchiarini, and Mel Simmons.

San Francisco Murals

A walk down San Francisco city streets and alleys offers more than just linear pathways to local destinations. Along the walls of buildings and residential houses, more than 600 local murals filled with colorful beauty and social political narratives canvas the corner of the eye. Mural fanatics can easily tour each of these top San Francisco murals in one mural-crazed day.

Balmy Alley

Between 24th and 25th St. (just south of Folsom St.), San Francisco CA

Running straight into a park in a balmy section of San Francisco, this highly political and sometimes whimsical alley started in 1971 and fills the newly cobble-stoned street with Latino and South American murals portraying images of political strife, artistic movements and cultural heroes. Precita Eyes Mural organization, a non-profit arts organization that acts as an ambassador to Balmy alley, runs mural walking tours daily throughout the year.

Clarion Alley

One block over from 17th street between Valencia and Mission St., San Francisco CA

This subversive alley filled with contemporary-style murals started in 1992 and features one of the last murals by artist Chuy Jesús Campusano and is the acting location for the recognizably urban and graffiti aesthetic of San Francisco's New Mission School. Clarion Alley is also host to an annual block party celebrating the newest mural contributions.

Coit Tower

1 Telegraph Hill Blvd., San Francisco CA

One of the oldest San Francisco landmarks and the largest public work of its time, this government-sponsored fresco took 25 artists and a year to complete. Finished in 1934, this future aesthetic example of New Deal Idealism features agriculture, education, urban and rural life in California after World War II.

Women's Building

3543 18th St., San Francisco CA

Known to San Francisco locals as the "Maestrapeace," this four-story mural titled "Women's Wisdom Through Time" is the vivid result of a yearlong collaboration between seven women artists back in 1971. This monumentally colorful project wraps around the entire building of this multi-service center for women and girls. The mural features narratives of feminine independence and strength, including depictions of famous women including Georgia O'Keefe and lesbian activist of color, Audre Lorde.

Diego Rivera Murals

Art Institute of San Francisco

800 Chestnut St., San Francisco CA

The most famous of the San Francisco murals is at The Art Institute of San Francisco: "The Making of a Fresco Showing the Building of a City." Commissioned by banker and philanthropist William Gerstle, this is one of four murals in the Bay Area painted by Mexican artist Diego Rivera. The gallery is open daily from 8am-9pm and also features revolving art exhibits.

San Francisco City College

Ocean Avenue campus in the Diego Rivera Theater, San Francisco CA

Another notable Diego Rivera mural (and some say the most important work of its time) is the Pan-American Unity mural located at San Francisco City College's main campus. Commissioned in 1940 for the Golden Gate International Exhibit and then moved to its now permanent location in the Diego Rivera Theater in the 1961, this 22 by 74-foot masterpiece is based on the marriage of North and South American artistic expression.

--San Francisco mural reviews by Sirron Norris.

Murals

All located in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Click on the links to go to the photo gallery for each mural. Scroll down to see the whole list.

    * Duboce Bikeway Mural

      Duboce Mural Galley

    * New! Market St. Railway MuralThe Market St. Railway mural is located in San Francisco, California, at 300 Church Street (corner of 15th Street, one block south of Market Street.) It depicts a sweeping bird's eye view of Market Street through different eras and historical events.

      Market St. Railway Mural Gallery

    * Shade Garden Mural

      Garden Mural Gallery

    * Rainforest & City Mural

      Rainforest and City Mural Gallery

    * Brisbane Mural

      Brisbane Mural Gallery

    * The Mission Dove Mural

      Minna & Mona's mural

    * The E-Tank

      e-tank gallery

    * Desert & Sea Mural

      Desert&Sea Mural Gallery

A Painted Song

by Benjamin Lerch

photos by Dean Coppola

Samba rhythms pulsate through a street in San Francisco's Mission District. Dancers on 8-foot-high stilts pass by children watching in astonishment. Artists, schoolchildren and adults celebrate the completion of their mural covering the outside wall of Cesar Chavez Elementary School. The mural portrays the deceased farm-worker activist Cesar Chavez holding hands with children, a symbolic gesture of the civil rights activist leading underprivileged youth into a better future.

"We have a dedication party every time we complete a mural," Patricia Rose says, who has painted murals and worked with the Precita Eyes Mural Center since 1981.

"There are probably more murals in San Francisco than anywhere else in the U.S.," Rose says. "The center survives because we keep getting commissions for murals, which speaks of San Francisco's support." There are over six hundred murals on public and private walls in San Francisco.

Precita Eyes is a nearly self-sufficient, non-profit organization offering mural painting classes for children and adults. The Center sells art supplies and offers mural tours through San Francisco on foot, bicycle and by bus. The largest income is generated through commissioning murals, Rose says. But the upcoming sale of the center's small rental space in northern Bernal Heights threatens the existence of Precita Eyes, says Susan Cervantes, a muralist who founded the center in 1977. The design for the Cesar Chavez mural, completed in March, came from her drafting table.

Most of the murals have a political message or make a socially conscious statement. "The political nature of murals can be directly traced back to the Mexican Revolution in 1910," Rose says. Mexico's minister of culture encouraged mural painting with political messages after the revolution. Diego Rivera's Social Realism in the 1920s emerged from this movement. In the 1960s, the Chicano movement in the U.S. revived the mural tradition in their search for cultural roots. Painting on a wall, the definition of the word mural, was practiced in the 2,000-year-old cultures of the Maya and Aztecs and has been part of Latin American cultures ever since.

The work of the artists receiving awards during Mural Awareness Month in May display the spectrum of styles and topics in San Francisco's murals. Juana Alicia teaches a community mural class at San Francisco's New College and worked with her students on the award-winning mural Positive Visibility, located on a wall between Scott and Hayes Street. One woman holds another in a protective gesture at the center of the mural addressing the issue of women infected with HIV. An artist who goes by the name "Rigo 96" wins the "most unusual muralist award," with his wall-sized, street sign-like works in the downtown area of San Francisco. The words "One Tree" are painted in huge letters above an arrow pointing to a small tree in front of an industrial building wall.

"Outdoor murals give people a sense of pride for their community," Rose says. "Artists can identify with their contribution to a neighborhood, that's why it is important to get as many people as possible involved in the creation of a mural." The mural designs originate as a scaled draft on grid paper; the grid is then transferred onto the wall. The people who attend Precita Eyes classes and paint the murals have backgrounds varying from fine art and architecture to "people who have never even attempted to draw," Rose says. "Michelangelo worked with the grid method, we took it from him," she adds.

The 15 staff members of Precita Eyes recently decided to try buying their Precita Avenue building after they heard it was up for sale. Cervantes says Precita Eyes will most certainly be evicted from the small, one story studio and office rental space if the building is sold. But Cervantes and staff members are hopeful about raising the $275,000 in contributions needed to purchase the building before the end of the year. "The timing is right," Rose says, referring to the daily mural tours in May, and the high turnout of people at recent mural dedications.

For more information contact Precita Eyes at 285-2287

Suncatcher’s Mural KidServe

From February-June 2002, seventh graders in David Kubrin's science class at San Francisco’s James Denman Middle School learned firsthand lessons about renewable energy. Working with supervising artist Josef Norris and arts education program Kid Serve, they turned thousands of bits of glass, mirror, ceramic tile, and marbles into a mosaic mural called Suncatchers. At more than 2,200 square feet, the mural spans two surfaces; the east wall measures 17 feet high by 120 feet wide, the west wall 7 by 35 feet.

For the project, students took field trips, wrote grant proposals, and assessed the mural’s impact on its Excelsior district neighborhood. Guest speakers helped spark their planning. A representative of the Voter Solar Initiative spoke about solar energy and its increasing popularity in California following the rolling blackouts and the PGE and Enron scandals. A local landscape architect discussed the history of the Excelsior district and ways to transform it by growing trees. A youth environmental action group pointed out local examples of environmental racism—that the mostly low-income residents of Hunter’s Point, for instance, have one of the nation’s highest cancer rates and that two-thirds of its kids suffer from asthma.

A project of the Every Child Can Learn Foundation, Kid Serve is an arts education program for San Francisco students in grades 2-12. In semester-long workshops, students create permanent, outdoor murals on themes relevant to their neighborhoods. Working with the San Francisco Unified School District and Linking San Francisco, Kid Serve has completed over 20 murals with area youth. For more information, go to www.kidserve.com.

Students ultimately created a design approved by both their own principal and that of the adjacent elementary school. They worked on the mural site in shifts of five at a time for six weeks.

Waiting for the 52 Excelsior  18' x 60'

Community mural depicting positive images such as children reading and people going to work. It also depicts natural life and urban life without boundaries.

